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 Oak Harbor City Council  
Regular Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, August 3, 2016 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Severns called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 
ROLL CALL 

   
City Council Present: Staff Present: 
Mayor Bob Severns City Administrator Dr. Merriman 
Mayor Pro Tem Danny Paggao City Attorney Nikki Esparza 
Councilmember Jim Campbell Finance Director Patricia Soule  
Councilmember Joel Servatius Public Works Director Cathy Rosen 
Councilmember Rick Almberg Development Services Director Steve Powers  
Councilmember Tara Hizon City Engineer Joe Stowell 
Councilmember Erica Wasinger Project Engineer Brett Arvidson 
 Project Engineer Arnie Peterschmidt 
 Senior Planner Dennis Lefevre 
 Chief of Fire Ray Merrill 
 Interim Police Administrator Terry Gallagher  
 Deputy City Clerk Nicole Tesch 
  
Councilmember Munns was absent. 

 
INVOCATION/ PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
John Ney, Pastor of Christ the King Community Church, provided the invocation and then Mayor 
Severns led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
 

1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Motion:  Councilmember Almberg moved to approve the Agenda as presented, seconded by  

   Councilmember Campbell, unanimously approved.  
 

2. PRESENTATIONS 
 

2.i    Life Saving Award for Officer Padrta 
Interim Police Administrator Terry Gallagher presented Officer Nathan Padrta, High School Re-
source Officer, with the Life Saving Award.  
 
2.ii Recognition of Outstanding Service for Officer Gravel 
Interim Police Administrator Terry Gallagher recognized Officer Gravel for Outstanding Service 
in the line of duty and awarded her with a Distinguished Service Medal. 
 
At 6:08 p.m. Mayor Severns called a short recess to allow the Council to congratulate the Offic-
ers, and reconvened the meeting at 6:10 p.m. 
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3. CITIZEN COMMENT PERIOD 
 
Mayor Severns opened the Citizen Comment Period at 6:10 p.m.  
 
Citizens Speaking 

Larry Mason  
Carol Clayton  
 

After public comments were given, the comment period was closed at 6:16 p.m. 
 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

a. Approve Minutes of the Council Retreat held on May 27, 2015, June 30, 2016 and 
the Regular City Council Meeting on July 5, 2016, and Workshop held on July 27, 
2016 

b. Approval of Accounts Payable and Check Numbers 
c. Ordinance No. 1776:  Amending Ordinance No. 1765 
d. Appointment: Community Police Advisory Board (CAB), High School Position No. 7 - 

Austin McBride  
e. Appointment: Community Police Advisory Board (CAB), High School Alternate Posi-

tion No. 7A - Jackson Wezeman 
f. Reappointment: Community Police Advisory Board, Position 8 – Sarah Hackley 
g. Weed, Graafstra and Associates Retainer Agreement for Legal Services 
h. Extend Contract with Interim Police Administrator Terry Gallagher 
i. NE 4th Water Main Replacement – Contract Close-out 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Paggao requested that Consent Agenda items 4.d and 4.e be removed from the 
consent agenda. 
 
Mayor Severns:  If there are no other questions, then the Consent Agenda items a, b, c, f, g, h, 
and i will be adopted.  There were no objections. 

 
Mayor Pro Tem recognized Austin McBride, who was present at the Council Meeting, and 
thanked Austin McBride and Jackson Wezeman for their willingness to serve on the Community 
Police Advisory Board (CAB).  
 
Mayor Severns thanked Austin for serving on the CAB. 
 
Mayor Severns:  Consent Agenda Items 4.d and 4.e will be approved.  There were no objec-
tions.   
 

5. STAFF, MAYOR & COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
5.a  City Administrator 
 
City Administrator Dr. Merriman introduced Emma House as the City’s new Human Resources 
Director.  
 
Dr. Merriman explained that Administration will provide updated results of HR’s Recruitment 
Dashboard at the first Regular Council Meeting of each month so that Council will be apprised 
of hiring and application statuses.   
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Dr. Merriman then provided an update on the 2017 Whidbey Island Marathon.  A few weeks 
ago, the City solicited a Request for Proposals for the 2017 Race Director and received five (5) 
proposals as a result. Interviews will take place next week.    
 
The City Administrator announced upcoming Council meetings in August and September, and 
announced Budget Session Special Meetings scheduled for October 4, 2016 and October 18, 
2016 at 3:00 p.m.  
 
Dr. Merriman also commented on the Citizen Comment Box located outside of Council Cham-
bers and informed Council that they will be receiving copies of Citizen Comments so that they 
are apprised of citizen concerns. He shared with Council that one individual noted “no fireworks” 
on the comment slip.  
 

5.a.i Clean Water Facility Project Update by City Staff 
 
City Engineer Joe Stowell provided the Council with an update on the Clean Water Facility  
Project and shared a PowerPoint presentation.   
 
Councilmember Almberg had a question regarding the bond rate.   
 
5.b  Mayor 
 
Mayor Severns pointed out the new Oak Harbor sign in front of City Hall and thanked staff for 
their work to erect the sign.  The Mayor then thanked staff for a successful National Night Out at 
Fort Nugent Park.    
 
5.c Councilmembers 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Paggao thanked all those who participated at National Night Out.    
 
Councilmember Campbell thanked all those who participated at National Night Out last evening.    
 

 
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS & MEETINGS 

 
6.a Ordinance No. 1773:  Medical Marijuana Facilities and Cooperatives – Code Amend-
ment 
Senior Planner Dennis Lefevre presented the staff report and shared a PowerPoint Presenta-
tion.   
 
Mayor Severns opened the public hearing at 6:54 p.m., there being no public comments the 
public hearing was been closed at 6:54 p.m. 
 
Councilmembers asked their respective questions regarding the proposed Ordinance.   
 
Ordinance No. 1773:  Medical Marijuana Facilities and Cooperatives – Code Amendment 
 
Motion:  Councilmember Almberg moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1773 Amending Oak Harbor  

Municipal Code Chapter 19.22, Marijuana Related Uses.  The motion was seconded     
by Councilmember Hizon, unanimously approved. 
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6.b Resolution 16-25:  2016 Surplus Items – Enterprise Fund Items, No. 2 
Public Works Director Cathy Rosen presented the staff report.  
 
Mayor Severns opened the public hearing at 7:05 p.m., there being no public comment Mayor 
Severns closed the public hearing at 7:05 p.m.   
 
Resolution 16-25:  2016 Surplus Items – Enterprise Fund Items, No. 2 
 
Motion:  Mayor Pro Tem Paggao moved to adopt Resolution 16-25.  The motion was  

   seconded by Councilmember Servatius, unanimously approved. 
 
6.c Revenue Projections for 2017-2018 Biennial Budget  
Finance Director Patricia Soule presented the staff report. 
 
Mayor Severns opened the public hearing at 7:21 p.m., there being no public comment Mayor 
Severns closed public comment at 7:21 p.m.   
 
6.d Valley High Investments – Intent to Commence Annexation Proceedings 
Dennis Lefevre, Senior Planner, presented the staff report and shared a PowerPoint presenta-
tion. 
 
Mayor Severns opened the public meeting at 7:32 p.m., there being no public comment Mayor 
Severns closed public meeting at 7:32 p.m.   
 
Valley High Investments – Intent to Commence Annexation Proceedings 
 
Motion:  Councilmember Servatius moved to accept the geographic scope of this annexation as  

   shown on Attachment 1, totaling 16.73 acres; adopt R-1 (single-family) as the zoning  
   district; and require the assessment of the proportionate share of city indebtedness  
   upon annexation. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Almberg, unanimously  
   approved. 

  
7. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS 

 
 
7.a Ordinance No. 1772:  Impact Fee Deferral – Code Amendment and Resolution 16-20:   
Amending the Master Fee Schedule, Schedule A Development Services 
Dennis Lefevre presented the staff report. 
 
Mayor Severns opened the comment period at 7:38 p.m. There being no public comment Mayor 
Severns closed public comment 7:38 p.m.   
 
Resolution 16-20:  Amending the Master Fee Schedule, Schedule A Development Ser-
vices 
 
Motion:  Councilmember Servatius moved to approve Resolution 16-20, Amendment of Master  

   Fee Schedule, seconded by Councilmember Hizon.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Ordinance No. 1772:  Impact Fee Deferral – Code Amendment  
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Motion:  Councilmember Servatius moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1772, Deferral of Impact  
   Fees, seconded by Councilmember Hizon.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

At 7:44 p.m., Mayor Severns called for a 5 minute recess and reconvened the meeting at 7:50 
p.m.  
 
7.b Resolution 16-23: Adoption of Transportation Plan 
Project Engineer Arnie Peterschmidt provided the staff report and shared a PowerPoint presen-
tation. 
 
Mayor Severns opened the comment period at 8:02 p.m. There being no public comment Mayor 
Severns closed the period at 8:02 p.m. 
 
Resolution 16-23: Adoption of Transportation Plan 
 
Motion:  Councilmember Hizon moved to approve Resolution 16-23, seconded by  

   Councilmember Servatius.  The motion passed unanimously. 
  
7.c Resolution 16-24: Transportation Improvement Program, 2017-2022 (Public Hearing) 
Project Engineer Arnie Peterschmidt provided the staff report. 
 
Mayor Severns opened the public hearing at 8:12 p.m. There being no public comment, Mayor 
Severns closed the public hearing at 8:12 p.m. 
 
Resolution 16-24: Transportation Improvement Program, 2017-2022 (Public Hearing) 
 
Motion:  Councilmember Almberg moved to adopt Resolution 16-24.  The motion was  

   seconded by Councilmember Campbell, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

 
8. CONTRACTS & AGREEMENTS 

 
None. 

9. OTHER ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 

None. 
10. REPORTS & DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
None. 

11. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

None. 
 

ADJOURN 
 
Motion:  Councilmember Servatius, moved to adjourn, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Paggao,       

   unanimously approved.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m. 
 

        Nicole Tesch, Deputy City Clerk 


