
 
Arts Commission Meeting 
Thursday, November 17, 2016 
Oak Harbor City Hall, chambers conference room 
In Attendance: 
Chair: Skip Pohtilla; Commissioners: K.C. Pohtilla, Rick Lawler, Kit Christopherson, Lisbeth Cort, Nora O’Conell-
Balda; Jillian Gonzales; 
Staff: Cac Kamak 
 

• Meeting Notes – The meeting notes from the October 2016 meeting were approved. 
 

• Public Comments – Artist Wayne Lewis presented a proposal for a new sculpture of a couple riding an orca 
whale made of bronze approximately 10 feet long and 7 feet high.  His proposal was to locate it at 
Windjammer Park near the water.  The commissioners clarified the process to consider these proposals.  
Cac mentioned that the current policies state that proposals not specifically commissioned by the Arts 
Commission is considered a donation.  It was also mentioned that the commission has made exceptions in 
the past if they were significant to the history of Oak Harbor. The artist was not proposing this as a 
donation so the commission was curious on the costs related to the sculpture.  Wayne said he will be back 
with more information on that. 
 

• Farmer’s Market Site – Autumn Leaves – The artist has done some preliminary work on the leaves and 
thought that the slits that would be cut into the leaves that represent the veins could potentially be a 
safety hazard.  They are proposing to weld some relief on the leaf instead and had sent a couple 
photographs of a sample.  The arts commission discussed it and were wanting to explore the split option 
further since the slits provided a sense of transparency and lightness.  A question was raised whether they 
can do the slits and fill it with some sort of transparent resin.  Cac mentioned that he will explore options 
with the artist further.  The contract for this piece will need to be extended to consider the changes etc. 
 

• Prowler Memorial update – Can provided an update on the memorial proposed at the Pasek Street 
overlook.  The slabs at the current overlook was not designed to accommodate a lot of static weight and 
will therefore need to be reinforced.  Engineering staff is working with a consultant engineer on the 
project. 
 

• Other – The Arts Commission is wanting to pursue a kinetic sculpture designed by Anthony Howe as a 
potential piece to be incorporated into the Windjammer Park improvements.  Staff will enquire about the 
details and get back to the commission. 
 

• There was a brief discussion on whether a mural can be done with Whidbey Island Rocks displayed.  Staff 
enquired whether there was a specific wall that was in mind.  There were also some questions on how it 
would be coordinated and whether the “Whidbey Island Rocks” idea belong to somebody and what their 
interests would be.  The commission eventually decided that this can be done as a private venture. 
 

• Meeting adjourned. 
 
 


