












































































































  SE Pioneer Way Improvement Project 
 

2010 
 

Call for Public Art proposals 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
The City of Oak Harbor Arts Commission is seeking an artist or artists to develop site-specific 
public artwork for the SE Pioneer Way Improvement Project.  The successful applicant will 
contract with the City of Oak Harbor to furnish public art for placement along SE Pioneer Way 
in conjunction with a major street reconstruction project scheduled for construction in 2011. The 
selected artist may be required to be available for consultation with City staff and/or project 
consultants to coordinate specific requirements for the art such as water and/or electricity. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
The SE Pioneer Way Improvements Project is a streetscape and revitalization project that will 
make significant updates to Oak Harbor’s historic downtown district.  The street project is a key 
component for the City’s Windjammer Plan to connect the public, merchants and tourists to the 
Oak Harbor Waterfront and enhance the community through sustainable projects.   The project 
includes replacement of aging infrastructure, street and sidewalk improvements and corridor 
beautification and aesthetic enhancements.  The inclusion of public art is a key component of the 
project.  More information about the project can be found at http://pioneerway.blogspot.com 
 
Included the project design are four separate locations for the placement of art.  The theme of the 
proposed art is Water – Above, Below, On & Of.   All work should represent the theme of Water 
– Above, Below, On & Of.  An artist may make a proposal for one or more locations – they may 
be interconnected or a separate piece style for each location carrying forth the common theme.    
 
All media suitable for durable outdoor art will be accepted.  Media shall be easily maintained, 
durable, vandal resistant and shall pose no safety threats.  
 
Additional project information and call materials including existing condition photographs, 
renderings of the planned improvements, project design concepts, background information on the 
City of Oak Harbor is available at www.oakharbor.org  - click on Pioneer Way project link 
located on the right hand side of the home page 
 
PROJECTED BUDGET 
 
The total estimate for this four-location art project is $80,000, which includes delivery and 
installation.  Since the project includes four locations, an estimated allocation of funds for each 
location is listed below: 
 
 1)   Pioneer Way & Midway Boulevard  maximum of $30,000 
 2)   Pioneer Way & City Beach   maximum of $30,000 



 3)   Pioneer Way & S.E. Dock   maximum of $10,000 
 4)   Pioneer Way and S.E. Ireland   maximum of $10,000 
 
The allocations vary to provide a more prominent attraction at the entryways into downtown.  
The Arts Commission reserves the right to allocate art pieces at its discretion irrespective of the 
funding allocations listed above. 
 
PROJECT SCHEDULE 
 
November 22, 2010   Publication of Request for Proposal   
January 14, 2011   Submissions deadline  
January 28, 2011    Formal interview and presentation by finalists to the Arts   
     Commission 
February 15, 2011    Arts Commission submits recommendation to City Council for  
     action on award.   
To be determined  
after award of project OR 
To be determined 
With project construction 
schedule    Delivery Date  
 
SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS: 
 

 Current resume (not more than two (2) single sided letter size pages)  
 One page letter of interest  
 A written proposal which addresses the artist’s preliminary concept for the project.  The 

written preliminary concept shall include design, description, size, media, materials, and 
title.  The written proposal shall not exceed two (2) -8 ½ x 11 single side pages for each 
piece of art proposed for a maximum of eight (8) pages. 

 The proposal shall include the cost for each piece of art proposed (maximum of eight (8) 
pages.  Please indicate if the proposed art work is for individual pieces, all four locations, 
three of four locations or two locations.   

 A minimum of one but not more than six (6) digital images, drawings, sketches, 
computer renderings photographs etc of each proposed work presented on a PC 
compatible CD or DVD are required.  No slides will be accepted. 

 A minimum of 3 references from public agencies, municipalities, utility districts or other 
public entities for whom the artist has completed work similar in scope.    

 Maintenance schedule 
 

*NOTE:  all materials submitted shall become the property of the City of Oak Harbor and will 
not be returned.  In addition, all materials submitted will be considered public records and 
subject to release after final selection by the City Council.   
 
SELECTION PROCESS 
 
The Oak Harbor Arts Commission and Oak Harbor City staff will review the applicants’ digital 
images and other materials, select the top three finalists and make a recommendation to the Oak 
Harbor City Council.  The City Council will review the Arts Commission recommendation and 
upon acceptance, commission the artist(s).   
 



Selection criteria include price, consistency with intended theme, relevant experience and 
positive references.    
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
The Oak Harbor Arts Commission reserves the right to make no selection in this process if the 
appropriate piece is not presented. 
 
There is no entry fee 
 
The City of Oak Harbor in accordance with the Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 
252, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 and Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Department of 
Transportation, subtitle A, Office of the Secretary, Part 21, nondiscrimination in federally 
assisted programs of the Department of Transportation issued pursuant to such Act, hereby 
notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively insure that in any contract entered into pursuant to 
this advertisement, disadvantaged business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit 
bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on grounds of race, color, 
or national origin in consideration for an award.  
 
Send to: 
 
City of Oak Harbor 
Art Proposal submittal  
865 SE Barrington Drive 
Oak Harbor, WA  98277 
Attn:  City Clerk  
 
Questions about submission, please email Karen Crouch   kcrouch@oakharbor.org 
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