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City Council Special Meeting 
Monday, December 10, 2012, 6:00 p.m. 
City Hall – Council Chambers 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER 

The Mayor called the regular meeting of the City Council to order at 6:03 p.m. 

  
Present:      Staff Present: 
Mayor Scott Dudley     Interim City Administrator Larry Cort 
Mayor Pro Tempore Danny Paggao Finance Director Doug Merriman  
Councilmember Tara Hizon     Interim City Clerk Nacelle Heuslein 
Councilmember Beth Munns   
Councilmember Jim Campbell     
Councilmember Rick Almberg     
Councilmember Joel Servatius     
Councilmember Bob Severns    
  
  

Discussion of Legislative Priorities with Senator-Elect Barbara Bailey  
 
Mayor Dudley introduced Senator-Elect Barbara Bailey. The Council reviewed their Legislative 
priorities with her that had been adopted by Resolution 12-32.  
  

1. Retain CAPRON Transportation funding as a critical resource for Whidbey Island surface 
transportation needs. 

 
2. Continue to retain and support funding for the Public Works Trust Fund Program.  

 
3. Refrain from supporting any Legislative proposals that would establish a mandate upon local 

government without providing the necessary funds to fully support the mandate.  
 

4. Support a Legislative effort to limit local government liability and financial burdens caused by 
unreasonable public records requests  

 
5. Support a Legislative effort to continue planning for an alternative to and preservation of the 

Deception Pass Bridge.    
  

6. Support a Legislative effort to repeal those portions of RCW 36.70A.070(6) requiring Island 
County and its cities such as Oak Harbor to include State highways and ferry route capacity in 
determining transportation concurrency in local comprehensive plans.   
 

7. Continue to support Legislative efforts to provide ongoing funding assistance for Phase II cities 
subject to NPDES storm water regulation and permitting.  

 
8.  Refrain from supporting any Legislative proposal that requires the election of all municipal 

court judges. 
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9. Support Legislation that better clarifies and retains Legislative decision making for determining 

reasonable and cost effective indigent defense services rules. 
 

10. Continue to be diligent in addressing the State budget crisis without transferring State 
obligations onto local government. 

 
11. Continue to support Legislation that provides flexibility at the point of collecting development 

impact fees. Should reflect at the state level what their thinking is as well 
 

12. Support amending the frequency of required financial audits for cities and towns with records of 
clean audits.   
 

13. Remove the permanent $10 million diversion of liquor taxes to local governments and reinstate 
the historic revenue sharing system for liquor profits. Still have law enforcement issues  

 
Senator-Elect Bailey stated it would be very helpful to the Legislature for a representative from 
the Council, who was knowledgeable with information and specifics to come and testify before 
the committees so the Senators are really educated as to the needs of Oak Harbor. The Council 
and Senator-Elect Bailey discussed each of these priorities and how the City might address 
them. Mayor Dudley thanked Ms. Bailey her for coming and listening and discussing the 
Council’s priorities.  
 
Lodging Tax Discussion  
 
Finance Director Douglas Merriman stated the Hotel/Motel Tax applies to the sale or charge of 
lodging, by a hotel, motel, rooming house or trailer camp of less than one month in duration. 
The tax is collected by the seller of the lodging and remitted to the State which, in turn, 
distributes to cities. There are two types of Hotel/Motel Tax. One is the basic hotel-motel tax of 
2% the other is an additional hotel-motel tax of 2%. The formation of a Lodging Tax Advisory 
Committee is required for cities with a population of 5,000 or more. They are tasked with 
addressing any change in use of tax revenues and these changes are required to go to the 
committee for review and comment at least 45 days before taking action on a proposal. The 
Lodging taxes support tourism activities via agreement with the Chamber of Commerce, 2% 
grant program and other tourism related projects. The City continues to have an agreement 
with the Chamber. 2% Grant Program funds $16,000 to $20,000 per year; grants are on a 
reimbursement basis; they primarily fund tourism related events and are designed to provide 
“seed money” for new events. Island-wide marketing a more global tourism effort has been 
supported with varying amounts; the Banner Program and Windjammer. 
 
The Council supported the Public Restroom project and the possibility of providing more funds 
to the Island-wide Marketing effort. Councilmember Campbell would have the representative 
of that group at a meeting in January, 2013 with more quantifiable answers. Ways of making 
the Billboard more visible were also discussed as well as a splash pool and supporting of more 
events. 
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Adjournment 
Mayor Dudley closed the meeting at 8:49 p.m.  
 
 
________________________________ 

Nacelle J. Heuslein, Interim City Clerk 
  

 
 

 


